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Sir Ro. Phillippes: Tliat he acquainted the Lords, that
where this House had made inquisitions into the courts of
justice within this kingdom; they had met with some complaints
against some Lords of that House, and that therefore they
desired a conference with the Lords . .. Answer, That the
Lords would afford a conference with the whole House in the
Painted Chamber this afternoon.

[House of Lords, March 20] The Lord Treasurer reported
the conference yesterday with the Commons . . . He showed
also that the Commons do purpose that, if any more of this
kind happen to he complained of before them, they will present
the same to your Lordships; wherein they shall iollow tlie
ancient precedents, which show that great personages have been
accused for the like in parliament. They humbly desire that,
forasmuch as this concerns a person of so great eminency, it
may net depend long before your Lordships; that the examina-
tion of proofs may be expedited; and, if he be found guilty,
then to be punished; if not guilty, the accusers to be
punished . . .

After much debate thereof ... it was agreed. That a message
should be sent to the Lower House ... To declare unto the
knights, citizens and burgesses of the House of Commons that
the Lords have, according to the conference yesterday, taken
consideration of the complaints by them made against the Lord
Chancellor and against the Bishop of Llandaff . . .

[March 21] ... For that divers were sworn and many were
offered to be sworn, in dicta causa Domini Ganctllam, it was
ordered three committees to be appointed, to take some of the
examinations to expedite the cause.

[The House of Lords having been occupied for many days in
taking evidence, Lord Bacon's confession was read before the
House on April 30.]

[May 2] ... Agreed to proceed to sentence the Lord Chan-
cellor to-morrow morning.

[May 3. The Chancellor being too ill to appear when sum-
moned,] the Lords resolved to proceed against the X^rd
Chancellor, and the King's attorney having read tlie charge
and confession, it was put to the question, whether the Lord
Chancellor were guilty of the matters wherewith he was charged.